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Before we begin, here’s what you can expect:

This guide will walk you step-by-step through how unclaimed money is created, where it’s held,
and how to recover it safely. You'll explore state and federal databases, learn to avoid scams,
and understand exactly what documents you’ll need to prove ownership.

By the end, you'll have the knowledge and confidence to reclaim what belongs to you — and to
help your family and friends do the same.



Chapter I: Why Unclaimed Money Exists

It surprises most people to learn that billions of dollars in unclaimed property are sitting idle in
government treasuries across the United States. This money doesn’t belong to the state—it
belongs to individuals like you. The reason it ends up in state hands often comes down to
something simple: a change of address, a forgotten account, or a breakdown in communication.

Imagine this: you moved to a new city ten years ago for a job opportunity. You closed your bank
account, or at least you thought you did, but a small balance remained. The bank tried to
contact you, sending letters to your old address. When no one responded, they were legally
required to hand that money over to the state. Years later, it’s still there, waiting for you to claim
it.

This process isn’t shady or new—it’s governed by state law. Most states follow a version of the
Uniform Unclaimed Property Act, a set of guidelines that requires financial institutions and
companies to turn over assets when the rightful owner can’t be located after a certain period,
usually between one and five years. The law was designed to protect consumers, ensuring that
money doesn’t vanish into corporate profits but instead remains safeguarded until the rightful
owner comes forward.

Unclaimed property is not limited to forgotten bank accounts. It includes wages that were never
picked up, utility deposits that were never returned, life insurance policies that beneficiaries
never realized existed, or even contents of a safe deposit box that heirs didn’t know about.

The common thread is that the rightful owner is missing. Instead of being lost forever, these
funds are held in trust by the state, with no expiration date in most cases.

The scale of this issue is staggering. According to the National Association of Unclaimed
Property Administrators (NAUPA), state governments collectively hold over $40 billion in
unclaimed assets.

Every year, new funds are added as companies report unclaimed property, while only a fraction
is claimed. That means there is a good chance that either you—or someone you know—has
money waiting to be discovered.

The important takeaway is this: unclaimed money isn’'t a rare occurrence or a long shot. It is a
common, everyday financial safeguard created by law to protect your assets, and it is more
widespread than most people realize.

This guide will show you exactly how to find it, claim it, and make sure it ends up where it
belongs—in your pocket.



Chapter 2: What Counts as Unclaimed Property

When most people hear the phrase “unclaimed money,” they picture an old savings account
collecting dust in a forgotten bank. While that's certainly part of the story, unclaimed property
covers a far wider range of assets than many realize. In fact, it can include almost any type of
money or financial asset that was left behind, overlooked, or never delivered to its rightful
owner.

Think about your own financial life for a moment. Have you ever moved and forgotten to update
your mailing address with a utility company? Have you ever changed jobs quickly and left
behind a final paycheck? Did a family member pass away and you later wondered if they had
insurance or a retirement account you didn’t know about? Each of these scenarios creates the
possibility of unclaimed property.

Bank Accounts and Financial Instruments

One of the most common forms of unclaimed property is money left in dormant bank accounts.
If you had a savings or checking account that sat inactive for several years, banks are required
by law to classify it as abandoned and report it to the state. This isn’t just for traditional bank
accounts—other instruments like money orders, certificates of deposit, and cashier’s checks
can also end up in the unclaimed property pool.

A real example: in lllinois, a college student opened a savings account to deposit graduation gift
money. After moving out of state for work, he never touched the account again. Ten years later,
that account had been transferred to the lllinois State Treasurer’s unclaimed property division,
still waiting for him to collect.

Paychecks and Employer Benefits

It may sound odd, but uncashed paychecks are one of the top sources of unclaimed money.
Maybe you quit a job and a final check was mailed to an old address, or you never picked up a
bonus check. Employers are legally obligated to report these funds to the state when they go
unclaimed.

Retirement benefits are another overlooked area. Old 401(k) plans, pensions, or profit-sharing
distributions often slip through the cracks when people change employers. Even small amounts
add up, and many workers unknowingly leave behind hundreds or thousands of dollars in
retirement contributions.

Insurance Policies and Payouts

Life insurance is another major category of unclaimed property. Sometimes policyholders forget
they purchased coverage. Other times, the beneficiary never learns that they were named on a



policy. Insurance companies, after failing to reach the rightful heir, must turn the proceeds over
to the state.

Imagine a woman whose father passed away twenty years ago. She had no idea he had
purchased a small life insurance policy when she was a child. The insurance company couldn’t
locate her, so those funds were reported to the state treasury. Decades later, a quick search
revealed thousands of dollars waiting for her.

Utilities and Security Deposits

Most people don’t think of their utility company as a source of unclaimed property, but deposits
required for electricity, water, or phone service often go unreturned.

If you moved out of an apartment and forgot to provide a forwarding address, that deposit could
have followed the same path: from the utility company to the state’s unclaimed property division.

Stocks, Bonds, and Dividends

In our digital world, paper stock certificates may sound old-fashioned, but they still exist—and
they still go unclaimed. Uncashed dividend checks, unredeemed bonds, or inactive brokerage
accounts all fall under the umbrella of unclaimed assets.

Even U.S. Savings Bonds can wind up in federal unclaimed property databases.

Safe Deposit Boxes and Other Assets

Finally, safe deposit boxes sometimes become part of unclaimed property. If the owner stops
paying rental fees and cannot be reached, the bank is required to surrender the contents to the
state. These can include valuable items such as jewelry, coins, or family heirlooms.

While states typically auction off the physical items after a holding period, the proceeds remain
claimable by the rightful owner or heirs.

The bottom line is that unclaimed property is broader than most people realize. It isn’t just
forgotten bank accounts—it can be wages, refunds, dividends, deposits, or even heirlooms.
Recognizing the variety of assets that fall into this category is the first step in understanding why
it's worth searching thoroughly and often.



Chapter 3: Common Sources of Unclaimed Money

If you’ve ever wondered where all this unclaimed money actually comes from, the answer lies in
the routine transactions of everyday life. Most people don’t realize just how many ways money
can slip out of reach.

By the time it reaches a state treasury’s unclaimed property office, it usually started with a
simple oversight — an undelivered paycheck, a refund that went to the wrong address, or an
account that sat idle for too long.

Understanding the most common sources of unclaimed property helps you know where to look
and reminds you just how easy it is for this money to end up in your name without your
knowledge.

Employers and Payroll Checks

Unclaimed wages are one of the most overlooked sources of lost money. Imagine you left a job
and the company mailed your final paycheck to the address they had on file. If you had already
moved, that check may have been returned undelivered.

Or perhaps you received a bonus check or commission payout but misplaced it in the shuffle of
bills.

Employers are required to report uncashed checks after a set period. That means wages,
overtime pay, severance packages, or even unused vacation payouts often wind up listed in
unclaimed property databases.

For many people, this is the easiest “found money” to reclaim — and it often comes as a
pleasant surprise.

Banks and Credit Unions

Banks are another major contributor to unclaimed property. Accounts classified as “dormant” are
transferred to the state once there has been no activity for several years. This includes savings
accounts, checking accounts, certificates of deposit, and cashier’s checks.

A classic example: A college student opens an account while in school, deposits a few hundred
dollars, then moves across the country after graduation.

The account sits idle, interest accrues for a few years, and eventually the funds are turned over
to the state. That forgotten $200 can easily grow into $500 or more by the time the rightful
owner searches for it.



Insurance Companies

Life insurance companies are legally obligated to pay out benefits, but sometimes beneficiaries
never file claims because they don’t know the policy exists. Over time, those funds are
transferred to state unclaimed property offices.

It's not just life insurance. Refunds from auto or homeowners insurance policies can also end up
unclaimed. For instance, if you canceled a policy early, you may have been owed a prorated
refund that never reached you.

Utility Companies and Service Providers

Security deposits for electricity, water, natural gas, or even telephone service are another
common source of unclaimed funds. If you moved and didn’t provide a forwarding address, your
deposit refund may have been sent to your old residence and never cashed.

In some states, even unused gift certificates or store credits eventually fall under unclaimed
property laws, especially if the company is no longer in business.

Government Agencies

The government itself generates unclaimed money in several ways. Tax refunds are a prime
example — if the IRS attempted to mail your refund check and it was returned as undeliverable,
that money is still waiting for you.

Veterans’ benefits, retirement pensions, and other federal or state programs also generate
unclaimed assets when agencies can’t locate the beneficiary.

Investment Accounts and Dividends

Stocks, bonds, and mutual fund accounts also fall into the unclaimed property category. If you
once purchased shares in a company but later moved without updating your address, dividend
checks may have bounced back to the issuer. Over time, the money owed to you was reported
to the state.

Some investors are shocked to discover that not only are they entitled to unclaimed dividend
payments, but in some cases, they may even still have ownership rights in the underlying
shares.

Safe Deposit Boxes and Heirlooms

Finally, safe deposit boxes occasionally become unclaimed property when banks cannot reach
the owner. After a period of time, the contents are transferred to the state, cataloged, and in
many cases auctioned. Even if the physical items are sold, the proceeds remain credited to the
original owner and can still be claimed.



The lesson here is simple: unclaimed money can come from almost any corner of your financial
life. Whether it's a final paycheck you never saw, a utility deposit you forgot about, or an old

investment account, the system is designed to protect what'’s rightfully yours. All that remains is
for you to search, claim, and reclaim your money.

WHERE UNCLAIMED MONEY
COMES FROM

Old Paychecks Bank Accounts  Insurance Policies

Utility Deposits Safe Deposit Boxes




Chapter 4: How States Handle Unclaimed Funds

When money becomes “unclaimed,” it doesn’t simply disappear into thin air, nor does it become
a windfall for the bank or company holding it. Instead, strict laws dictate what must happen next,
and in nearly every case, those laws are designed to protect you, the rightful owner. To
understand why billions of dollars are waiting to be claimed, it helps to look at how states
manage this process from start to finish.

The Role of State Custodianship

In the United States, each state has a designated unclaimed property office—usually run
through the state treasurer or comptroller’s department. These offices serve as custodians, not
owners, of the funds. That means they hold the money in trust, but it still legally belongs to you.
The state’s job is simply to safeguard it until you come forward.

This custodianship is grounded in consumer protection. Without these laws, companies might
keep your forgotten funds indefinitely or absorb them as profit. Instead, states step in to ensure
your money remains available to you or your heirs, no matter how much time passes.

The Uniform Unclaimed Property Act

To keep things consistent, most states have adopted some version of the Uniform Unclaimed
Property Act (UUPA), a model law first drafted decades ago and updated over the years. The
act outlines how long companies must wait before transferring assets to the state (called the
“‘dormancy period”) and what steps must be taken to try to contact the owner first.

For example, a state might require that after three years of no activity in a bank account, the
bank must send a letter to the last known address. If no response is received, the funds are
then transferred to the state. Each state sets its own rules for the dormancy period, which is why
timelines vary—from as little as one year for payroll checks to as long as five years for some
accounts.

The Reporting Process

Every year, companies, banks, insurers, and utilities are required to file reports of unclaimed
property with the state. These reports include the owner’s name, last known address, Social
Security number (if available), and the amount owed. Once filed, the funds are transferred to the



state treasury, and the property is officially considered “escheated” (the legal term for
transferring abandoned assets to the state).

From there, the information is loaded into the state’s online searchable database. This is what
makes it possible for you to type in your name and discover whether money is waiting for you.

What Happens to the Money While It Waits

A common question is, “Does the state earn interest on my money?” The answer is yes, but
practices vary. In most cases, states pool unclaimed funds into an account that may be invested
or used for general state purposes. However, your right to the original amount never goes away.
When you file a claim, you are entitled to receive the principal balance that was reported in your
name.

Some states even return interest earned under certain conditions, particularly for
interest-bearing accounts like certificates of deposit. Others do not. Either way, the state cannot
deny your rightful claim once you provide proof of ownership.

Public Outreach and Awareness

Many states actively encourage residents to search for unclaimed property. They may host
“treasure hunt” events at state fairs, send out mailers, or advertise around National Unclaimed
Property Day each February. Despite these efforts, millions of people still have no idea that
money is waiting for them.

In fact, statistics from the National Association of Unclaimed Property Administrators (NAUPA)
suggest that 1 in 10 Americans has unclaimed property. That means the odds are good that
either you or someone in your immediate family has money being safeguarded by a state
treasury office right now.

No Expiration Date

One of the most important features of unclaimed property laws is that your right to claim the
money does not expire. Even if the funds have been sitting in state custody for decades, they
are still yours. Heirs and estates also maintain the right to claim property owed to deceased
relatives, provided they can present the necessary legal documents.

The takeaway is reassuring: unclaimed property laws exist to protect you. Far from being lost
forever, your funds are carefully tracked and held by state treasurers until you step forward. This
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system ensures that even if you forget, move, or pass away, the money tied to your name
remains preserved and claimable.
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Chapter 5: How to Start Your Search (Step-by-Step)

Learning that billions of dollars in unclaimed money are sitting with state treasuries is one thing.
Knowing how to actually find and claim what might belong to you is another. The good news is
that the process is free, straightforward, and something you can start today. With a little
organization and patience, you can be well on your way to recovering money you didn’t even
realize you were owed.

Step 1: Gather Your Information

Before you search, it helps to make a quick list of personal details that might uncover hidden
matches. Start with your full legal name, but don’t stop there. Consider other names you might
have used — such as a maiden name, a married name, or even common misspellings. States
often record property under whatever name the company submitted, so variations matter.

Next, jot down every address where you’ve lived in the past twenty years. Old addresses are a
critical search tool because many companies report property using the last known contact
information. If you moved frequently for work or school, this step is especially important.

Step 2: Search State Databases

Each state maintains its own unclaimed property database. This is where the majority of money
is stored and tracked. Start with your current state, then expand to every state where you've
previously lived or worked. If you worked in a neighboring state or had out-of-state employers,
check those databases as well.

For example, someone who lived in New Jersey but commuted to work in New York might find
property reported in both states. Skipping states you once had ties to can mean leaving money
behind.

Step 3: Expand Your Search to Federal Resources

While states handle most unclaimed property, certain funds are managed at the federal level.
The IRS, for example, may still be holding a tax refund that was returned as undeliverable.
Similarly, the U.S. Treasury tracks unredeemed savings bonds, and the Pension Benefit
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Guaranty Corporation maintains a database of unclaimed pensions. These federal resources
are covered in more detail in Chapter 7, but keep them in mind as part of your overall search
strategy.

Step 4: Review the Results Carefully

If your search shows possible matches, look closely at the details. States often display the
property type (such as wages, dividends, or refunds), the name of the reporting company, and
the last known address associated with the claim. Even small details can help you determine if
the money truly belongs to you.

A person might discover multiple claims under their name, some for as little as a few dollars,
others for hundreds or even thousands. Don’t dismiss small amounts either—many people find
they have multiple small claims that add up.

Step 5: File a Claim

When you're ready to claim, the process begins with filling out a claim form directly on the
state’s website. You'll be asked to provide identifying details such as your Social Security
number, a copy of your driver’s license, and documents that link you to the reported address
(like a utility bill or pay stub).

If you're claiming on behalf of a deceased relative, you'll need to provide additional legal
documents such as a death certificate, proof of relationship, or probate paperwork. States take
these claims seriously to prevent fraud, so be prepared for a little paperwork.

Step 6: Track and Follow Up

After you submit your claim, you’ll typically receive a confirmation number. Processing times
vary, but most states complete claims within two to twelve weeks. Larger claims or those
requiring more documentation may take longer. During this time, you can often track the status
of your claim through the state’s website or by calling the unclaimed property office directly.

Step 7: Secure Your Funds

When your claim is approved, the state will issue a check in your name. Deposit it into a secure
account, and keep a copy of the paperwork for your records. If you’ve reclaimed property such
as stock shares or safe deposit box contents, those will be delivered according to the state’s
procedures.
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The process may seem detailed, but it isn’t difficult — and the payoff can be more than worth it.
For many people, unclaimed property searches feel like discovering money in the pocket of an
old coat, only on a much larger scale. The steps outlined here form the foundation of your
journey, and the next chapter will give you the tools you need: a complete, state-by-state
directory of official unclaimed property websites.
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Chapter 6: State-by-State Unclaimed
Property Websites

Now that you understand how unclaimed property works and how to begin your search, the next
step is knowing exactly where to look. Every U.S. state (plus the District of Columbia) has its
own unclaimed property division. These are official government websites—free to use and
updated regularly.

This chapter provides a complete, state-by-state directory of the official websites where you can
search for unclaimed funds in your name. But before diving into the list, it's important to
understand how to use these tools effectively.

How to Use State Databases

When you visit your state’s unclaimed property site, you’ll usually find a simple search box
where you can type in your name. Some sites also allow you to narrow the results by city or zip
code. If you've lived under different names (such as a maiden name, married name, or common
misspelling), search each variation separately.

Don’t limit yourself to your current state. Remember, unclaimed property is reported wherever
the business or institution was located. If you once worked in another state, rented an apartment
across state lines, or even received medical care outside your home state, it's worth searching
those databases as well.

What to Expect in the Results
Each site displays results a little differently, but you’ll generally see:

e The name the property is listed under
e The last known address connected to the claim
e The type of property (such as wages, insurance, or dividends)

e The name of the business or organization that reported it

Some states even provide the exact dollar amount, while others simply mark the claim as “less
than $100” or “over $100.” Either way, if the details match your history, it's worth filing a claim.
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A Word of Caution

Because the unclaimed property field has become such a hot topic, private companies
sometimes build websites that charge fees for searches. While some of these are legitimate,
you never need to pay to search for your own money. The official state websites listed below are
always free. If a site asks for a credit card before showing results, you'’re in the wrong place.

The Official Directory

Below is the full list of official unclaimed property websites for all 50 states and the District
of Columbia. These are the same links used by financial institutions when they turn funds over
to the government.

State Official Website

Alabama moneyquest.alabama.gov

Alaska unclaimedproperty.alaska.gov

Arizona azdor.gov/unclaimed-property

Arkansas claimitar.com

California uCpi.sco.ca.gov

Colorado colorado.findyourunclaimedproperty.com
Connecticut ctbiglist.com
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https://moneyquest.alabama.gov/
https://unclaimedproperty.alaska.gov/
https://azdor.gov/unclaimed-property
https://claimitar.com/
https://ucpi.sco.ca.gov/
https://colorado.findyourunclaimedproperty.com/
https://ctbiglist.com/

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

lowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

unclaimedproperty.delaware.gov

fo.dc.gov/unclaimed-pr

flireasurehunt.gov

dor. rgia.gov/unclaimed-pr: rt

nclaim r .ehawaii.gov

sto.idaho.gov/unclaimed-property

icash.illinoistreasurer.gov

indianaunclaimed.gov

greatiowatreasurehunt.gov

kansascash.ks.gov

unclaimedproperty.ky.gov

louisiana.findyourunclaimedproperty.com

maineunclaimedproperty.gov
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https://unclaimedproperty.delaware.gov/
https://cfo.dc.gov/unclaimed-property
https://fltreasurehunt.gov/
https://dor.georgia.gov/unclaimed-property
https://unclaimedproperty.ehawaii.gov/
https://sto.idaho.gov/unclaimed-property
https://icash.illinoistreasurer.gov/
https://indianaunclaimed.gov/
https://greatiowatreasurehunt.gov/
https://kansascash.ks.gov/
https://unclaimedproperty.ky.gov/
https://louisiana.findyourunclaimedproperty.com/
https://maineunclaimedproperty.gov/

Maryland marylandtaxes.gov/unclaimed

Massachusetts findmassmoney.com

Michigan unclaimedproperty.michigan.gov

Minnesota mn.gov/commerce/consumer r-mon
Y

Mississippi treasury.ms.gov/unclaimedproperty

Missouri treasurer.mo.gov/UnclaimedProperty

Montana mtrevenue.gov/unclaimed-property

Nebraska nebraskalostcash.gov

Nevada nevadatreasurer.gov/UnclaimedProperty

New Hampshire nhcash.com

New Jersey nclaimedfunds.nj.gov

New Mexico nmsto.gov/unclaimed-property

unclaimed-pr

rt
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https://marylandtaxes.gov/unclaimed
https://findmassmoney.com/
https://unclaimedproperty.michigan.gov/
https://mn.gov/commerce/consumers/your-money/unclaimed-property
https://mn.gov/commerce/consumers/your-money/unclaimed-property
https://treasury.ms.gov/unclaimedproperty
https://treasurer.mo.gov/UnclaimedProperty
https://mtrevenue.gov/unclaimed-property
https://nebraskalostcash.gov/
https://nevadatreasurer.gov/UnclaimedProperty
https://nhcash.com/
https://unclaimedfunds.nj.gov/
https://nmsto.gov/unclaimed-property

New York

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

osc.state.ny.us/unclaimed-funds

nccash.com

land.nd.gov/unclaimed-property

unclaimedfunds.ohio.gov

oupc.ok.gov

oregonunclaimed.gov

patreasury.gov/unclaimed-property

findrimoney.com

treasurer.sc.gov/unclaimed

sdtreasurer.gov/unclaimed-property

claimit.tn.gov

claimittexas.org

mycash.utah.gov
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https://osc.state.ny.us/unclaimed-funds
https://nccash.com/
https://land.nd.gov/unclaimed-property
https://unclaimedfunds.ohio.gov/
https://oupc.ok.gov/
https://oregonunclaimed.gov/
https://patreasury.gov/unclaimed-property
https://findrimoney.com/
https://treasurer.sc.gov/unclaimed
https://sdtreasurer.gov/unclaimed-property
https://claimit.tn.gov/
https://claimittexas.org/
https://mycash.utah.gov/

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

Pro Tip

vermonttreasurer.gov/unclaimed-property

vamoneysearch.org

ucp.dor.wa.gov

wvtreasury.com/UnclaimedProperty

r rv.wi.gov/unclaim r r

treasurer.wyo.gov/unclaimed-property

Check back periodically. New property is reported every year, usually around the spring filing
deadlines. Even if you search today and find nothing, that doesn’t mean something won't

appear next year.

This directory is the backbone of your search. With it, you have the official gateways to billions
of dollars in unclaimed property, free and ready to claim.
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https://vermonttreasurer.gov/unclaimed-property
https://vamoneysearch.org/
https://ucp.dor.wa.gov/
https://wvtreasury.com/UnclaimedProperty
https://statetreasury.wi.gov/unclaimedproperty
https://treasurer.wyo.gov/unclaimed-property

Chapter 7: Federal Resources for Unclaimed Money

While the majority of unclaimed property is held at the state level, not all funds follow that path.
Certain types of money remain under the custody of the federal government, and if you only
search state websites, you might miss an important piece of what's owed to you.

These federal databases are just as legitimate as state unclaimed property divisions, and they
are free to search. Knowing how to use them can open the door to refunds, benefits, and
investments that might otherwise remain hidden.

IRS: Unclaimed Tax Refunds

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issues millions of refunds each year, and not all of them
make it into taxpayers’ hands. A refund check may have been returned as undeliverable if you
moved without updating your address, or it may never have been cashed. The IRS does not
transfer unclaimed refunds to state treasuries — they keep them on file until you request what'’s
yours.

The process to check is simple. You can use the “Where’s My Refund?” tool at
irs.gov/refunds. All you need is your Social Security number, filing status, and the refund amount
from your tax return. If you filed but never received your refund, this should be your first stop.

Example: A teacher in Ohio filed her return electronically and was due a $1,200 refund. She
moved before the check arrived, and it was returned to the IRS. Two years later, she discovered
the tool online and was able to have the check reissued.

U.S. Treasury: Savings Bonds and Securities

Many families once purchased U.S. Savings Bonds as gifts, investments, or part of payroll
savings plans. Over time, the paper certificates were misplaced or forgotten. Today, billions of
dollars in matured savings bonds remain unclaimed.

The U.S. Treasury offers a searchable database through TreasuryDirect at treasurydirect.gov.
You can look up lost, stolen, or destroyed bonds and request reissues or redemptions. This is
especially valuable for heirs, since many older generations purchased bonds for their children or
grandchildren.

FDIC: Closed Banks and Uninsured Accounts
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https://www.irs.gov/refunds
https://www.irs.gov/refunds
https://www.treasurydirect.gov/

When banks fail, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) steps in to protect
depositors. In most cases, your money is automatically transferred to another institution. But if
you had an account at a bank that closed and you never followed up, you may have funds still
being held.

The FDIC maintains a searchable database of these unclaimed accounts at
closedbanks.fdic.gov. It covers failed banks dating back decades. For those who lived through
the savings and loan crisis or other financial upheavals, this database is worth checking.

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC)

Retirement plans are another area where money often goes missing. Workers change jobs,
companies merge, or pension plans shut down. If you were entitled to a pension but never filed
for it, the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC) may be holding your benefits.

You can search their unclaimed pensions database at pbgc.gov/wr/trusteed/plans. All you need
is your name or the name of the company you worked for. In some cases, heirs can also claim
benefits if the original worker has passed away.

Why Federal Searches Matter

Many people stop their search after checking a single state database, but that leaves significant
opportunities unexplored. Federal agencies operate independently of state unclaimed property
offices. That means if the IRS, Treasury, FDIC, or PBGC has money for you, you won't find it
anywhere else.

Checking these resources takes only a few minutes, and the payoff could be substantial —
whether it's an old savings bond your grandparents purchased, a missing tax refund, or a
pension you forgot about.

The federal government may not advertise these resources as heavily as states do, but they
exist for the same reason: to ensure that money owed to you does not disappear. With both
state and federal searches combined, you're giving yourself the best chance of reclaiming
everything that’s rightfully yours.
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Chaptler 8: Avoiding Scams and Fraudulent Services

Whenever money is involved, there will always be people who try to take advantage of the
situation. The world of unclaimed property is no exception. For every legitimate state or federal
program, there are dozens of shady websites, opportunistic “money finders,” and misleading
services looking to profit from what should be a free process. To protect yourself, it's important
to understand how these scams work and how to recognize the red flags.

The Golden Rule: Searching Is Always Free

The most important thing to remember is this: you never have to pay to search for or claim
your unclaimed property. Every state and federal resource provided in this guide is free. If a
website asks you to enter credit card information just to view results, you’re on the wrong site.

Legitimate state unclaimed property offices operate on .gov domains, and many have .org
extensions connected to state treasurers. Anything else should be treated with skepticism.

The “Finder” Industry

There is an entire cottage industry of people known as “heir finders” or “money finders.” They
scour public unclaimed property databases, locate individuals who have claims, and then reach
out offering to help for a fee — often as high as 30-40% of the claim amount.

While this practice is not always illegal, it is unnecessary. The exact same information they use
is available to you at no cost. If someone contacts you promising to help you recover money,
ask yourself: why would | pay someone hundreds of dollars for something | can do in fifteen
minutes for free?

Phishing and Impostor Scams

A more dangerous form of fraud involves impostors pretending to represent state or federal
agencies. They may send official-looking emails or letters claiming you have unclaimed money,
then ask you to provide sensitive information such as your Social Security number, bank
account details, or even a “processing fee.”

No legitimate unclaimed property office will contact you in this way. If you receive suspicious
communication, do not respond. Instead, go directly to your state’s official website (see Chapter
6) and search your name yourself.
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Misleading “Paid Services”

Some websites position themselves as “premium unclaimed money search tools.” They may
actually provide some information, but they package it with upsells, subscription fees, or inflated
claims of what you might recover. At best, these services give you information that is already
public. At worst, they charge for nothing of value.

Always remember: the only authoritative, up-to-date source for your unclaimed property is the
official state or federal database.

How to Stay Safe
Here are a few simple practices to keep yourself safe while searching for unclaimed property:

e Double-check the website domain. It should end in .gov or be listed in this ebook’s
official directory.

e Never pay upfront. You don’t need a third party to “unlock” your money.

e Be cautious with personal information. Only provide sensitive documents after you've
confirmed you are on the official state or federal site.

e Trust your instincts. If a site feels pushy, vague, or too good to be true, step back.

The Reality Check

Scammers thrive on urgency and excitement. They want you to believe you’ll lose your claim if
you don’t act fast or pay them right away. The truth is the opposite: your claim is protected by
law, and there is no expiration date in most states. You have time to do this carefully and
correctly.

By sticking to the official resources provided in this guide and ignoring shortcuts or paid
services, you'll keep both your identity and your wallet safe.
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Chapler 9: What to Do After You Find a Claim

Finding your name in an unclaimed property database is an exciting moment. For many people,
it feels like striking gold. But discovery is only half the journey. To actually receive your money,
you’ll need to complete a claim process designed to protect both you and the state from fraud.
While it requires some paperwork, the steps are straightforward once you know what to expect.

Confirming the Claim Belongs to You

The first step is to make sure the claim truly belongs to you. States typically provide the name of
the business that reported the property and the last known address associated with it. If those
details match your personal history, that’s a strong indicator the money is yours.

For example, if you see an entry for wages reported by a company you worked for in 2005, and
the listed city matches where you lived at the time, it's almost certainly your claim. On the other
hand, if the business is unfamiliar and the address doesn’'t ring a bell, you may want to
investigate further before proceeding.

Gathering Your Documentation

To prove ownership, states usually require documentation that links you to the property. At a
minimum, you’ll be asked for:

e A copy of a government-issued ID, such as a driver’s license or passport
e Proof of your Social Security number (SSN card, tax return, or pay stub)

e Evidence connecting you to the last known address (like a utility bill, lease agreement, or
mortgage statement)

If you've changed your name due to marriage, divorce, or other reasons, you may need to
provide additional paperwork such as a marriage certificate or court order.

Special Cases: Claiming on Behalf of Someone Else

If you're filing for a deceased relative, the requirements become more detailed. Most states will
ask for:
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e A certified copy of the death certificate

e Proof of your legal right to inherit (such as a will, probate court order, or letters
testamentary)

e |dentification documents for yourself

In the case of business property, you may need to provide corporate documents showing you
are authorized to act on behalf of the company.

Submitting the Claim

Claims are typically filed online, though some states still allow paper forms by mail. After filling
out the claim form, you'll upload or mail your documentation. Once submitted, you'll receive a
claim number or tracking ID. This allows you to monitor the status of your claim as it moves
through the verification process.

Processing times vary by state. Smaller claims with clear documentation may be resolved in as
little as two weeks. Larger or more complex claims can take several months, especially if
multiple heirs are involved. Patience is key.

Receiving Your Money

When your claim is approved, the state will issue a check in your name. Some states even offer
direct deposit, though checks remain the most common method. If the property was in the form
of stocks, bonds, or safe deposit box contents, the state will provide instructions for how those
assets are delivered or liquidated.

It's a good idea to deposit the funds promptly into a secure account. Keep all paperwork for your
records, especially if you need to address tax considerations later.

Planning Ahead

Once you’ve successfully claimed property, it's worth taking a few extra steps to prevent money
from slipping through the cracks again:

e Make a list of all your active accounts, policies, and benefits.
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e Keep your contact information up to date with employers, banks, and insurance
companies.

e Periodically search the unclaimed property databases. Remember, new items are added
every year.

Claiming unclaimed money is not just about recovering what’s yours today—it’s about learning
to safeguard your financial footprint for the future. By following through with the claim process,
you’re closing a loop and making sure that your hard-earned money ends up where it belongs:
in your hands.
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FAQs: Common Questions About Unclaimed Money

Does unclaimed money ever expire?

In nearly every state, the answer is no. Once funds are turned over to the state, they remain in
custody until the rightful owner claims them. Even if decades pass, the money is still yours.

Can someone else claim money in my nhame?

No. The claim process requires proof of identity and ownership. Without proper documentation,
no one else can legally access your funds.

What if the person who owned the money has died?

Heirs and estates can file claims on behalf of deceased relatives. You'll need documents such
as a death certificate and proof of your legal right to inherit, like a will or probate court order.

Will | have to pay taxes on unclaimed money?

It depends. Some types of property, such as wages or investment earnings, may be taxable.
Others, like returned deposits, are usually not. When in doubt, consult a tax professional.

How long does it take to receive a claim?

Processing times vary. Small claims can be completed in just a few weeks, while more complex
cases may take months. States are legally required to process claims diligently, but patience is
sometimes necessary.

Is it safe to give my Social Security number and ID when filing?
Yes, as long as you are on an official state or federal website. These offices use your

information solely to verify your claim. Never submit sensitive information to third-party services
or unknown sites.
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Final Tips & Resources

Searching for unclaimed money is not something you do once and forget about. New property is
reported every year, and what doesn’t appear today might be listed tomorrow. By making it a
habit to check every couple of years, you can ensure nothing slips through the cracks.

Here are a few parting tips to maximize your success:

e Search broadly. Look under every name you’ve used and every state you've lived in.

Be thorough. Even small claims add up over time. Don’t ignore “less than $100” listings.

e Stay cautious. Only use the official state and federal links provided in this guide.

e Think of your family. Encourage relatives to search as well, especially if you’ve had
parents or grandparents who have passed away. Heirs often discover money left behind
unknowingly.

e Stay organized. Keep a file of your claims, supporting documents, and final payments.

This not only protects you but also makes it easier for your heirs in the future.

And finally: spread the word. Most people have no idea this money exists. By sharing this
guide, you could help a friend or loved one find money they never knew was waiting for them.
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Legal Notes & Disclaimer

This ebook is for informational purposes only. It is not legal, financial, or tax advice. Always
verify information directly with the official unclaimed property office in your state or the
appropriate federal agency before making financial decisions.

e ForgottenLoot.org is not affiliated with any state or federal government office.

e All links in this guide are provided as a public service and were accurate at the time of
publication.

e Some claims may require additional verification steps depending on your state’s laws.

e Tax implications vary by property type; consult a professional if you are unsure.

Presented by ForgottenLoot.org

This free publication is proudly brought to you by ForgottenLoot.orq, your trusted resource for
navigating unclaimed property.

<~ If you found this guide helpful, remember to bookmark our site. We provide tools, updates,
and direct links to help you and your family reclaim what'’s rightfully yours.
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